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alas ! in many cases he neglected the hedgerows, ditches and drains. In short 
he so reduced the expenditure on the whole operation of cultivating the land 
that he has starved the soil so that now it will not even pay for the decreased 
amount of care and money spent upon it." 

Dairying suffered less from foreign competition than did grain 
farming. Much land formerly cultivated was converted into pas- 
tures and meadows. This change is regretted by the author be- 
cause it does not conform to his reiterated phrase, "The test of 

true patriotism is the amount of foodstuff produced." 

In his insistent demands for a more intensive culture the author 
fails to appreciate fully the operation of the law of diminishing 
returns. One gets the impression from the book that the author 
would desire to have the agriculture of England so developed that 
it will enable England and her colonies to be self-sustaining from 
the agricultural standpoint. It is doubtful if the author holds 
fully in mind the fact that England developed into a great manu- 
facturing and commercial country in order to manufacture and 
carry the commerce for a great colonial world which was rapidly 
being developed, and that there is no possibility of developing the 
agriculture of England to the point where the agricultural popu- 
lation will sustain the same relation in number to those in other 
occupations as is sustained on the average throughout the western 
world. 

The book is written in a pleasing style and adds one important 
volume to the land reform literature of England. The author's 
viewpoint on questions of land reform is in close sympathy with 
that of Mr. Jesse Collings. There are long quotations on various 
subjects from the report of Roosevelt's Country Life Commis- 
sion, and the whole trend and spirit of the book is that of the 
present time. Hence, the book is of value to one who wishes to 
know the present state of mind of the land reform leaders of Eng- 
land. 

Henry C. Taylor. 

University of Wisconsin. 

A History of the New England Fisheries. By Raymond McFar- 
land. Publications of the University of Pennsylvania. Ser- 
ies of Political Economy and Public Law. (New York: D. 
Appleton and Company. 1911. Pp. 457. $2.00.) 
This book is a comprehensive review of the history and present 

condition of the New England fisheries, and as such it occupies a 
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field by itself. The only substantial omission is the whale fishery, 
which is separately treated in another volume of the same series. 
The author's equipment is revealed by the imposing and critical 
bibliography, given on pages 338 to 363, and by his references to 
local investigations (p. 337). Chapter I, "The fishing grounds 
of the North Atlantic," describes the geographical conditions. 
Chapters II to X, discuss the history of the fisheries in relation to 
general history. Here the main points are well developed, and the 
deep-lying importance of the question will come as a revelation to 
those not familiar with it. The growth of the fisheries antecedent 
to settlement, the part they played in the early life of the colo- 
nists, their importance as a stake in the struggle between New 
England and France, and as a factor in arousing discontent be- 
tween old England and new, are incontrovertibly established, while 
at the same time the author remains aware of the other factors in- 
volved. The features in the later history are the growth of the 
home market, in chapter IX, and the town by town review of con- 
ditions down to 1866, in chapter X, which extends to page 197. 
From this point to page 337, follow a series of topical chapters 
on herring, etc., shell fish, methods of the inshore fisheries, mack- 
erel, cod, decadence of the deep-sea fisheries, the evolution of the 
fishing schooner, and diplomacy. These subjects are treated with 
considerable technical detail and general thoroughness. The ap- 
pendices give statistical tables and the text of the Hague decision 
of 1910. 

The author's handling of facts is, on the whole, good, but among 
so many, a few errors creep in: "$300," on page 62, should be 
£300; "Plymouth Company," on page 66, should be "Plymouth 
Colony" ; the Spanish trade should be treated on page 132 ; while 
on page 155, Adams should be mentioned rather than Clay. The 
general arrangement of facts and topics is admirable, although 
the summary of present conditions is unfortunately hidden (page 
292). Lack of precision in style often obscures or distorts the 
meaning. On page 20 "at least" should be "at most"; on page 
23, the sense requires that "granting, then," be changed to "even 
if we grant" ; on page 324, the meaning of "found no case," etc., 
is clear only on a careful reading of the context; in the preface, 
the author says that the fisheries "still continue to be of greater 
economic importance than at any previous period," while it is 
clear from the preceding clause that he means "of greater actual 
valuation." 
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On the political side the book is weak. The author is in favor 
of a revival of the bounty system, page 286, and of a continuance 
of protection, page 336, etc. These views have not prejudiced 
his collection of facts, as his pages abound in material that might 
be used by their opponents (pp. 274-275, 290, 292, 325, 335-337, 
etc.). It rather seems that he is naively unconscious that any 
difference of opinion has existed within the United States on the 
subject of protection, and that he considers the only consideration 
pertinent to the bounty question, is whether bounties will benefit 
the fisheries. In view of the wide grasp of the other problems re- 
lated to the fisheries, this gives a curiously incomplete and devital- 
ized effect. With these exceptions the book is an excellent history 
and description of the fisheries. 

Cam. Russell Fish. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Neoiobagia. By C. Dobkogeanu-Gherea. (Bucarest: Socec 
and Company. 1910. Pp. 494.) 

Neoiobagia or Neoserfdom is the most important and the most 
scientific study of the economic-sociological problem of the peasant 
and land question in Romania. The author is the best known and 
most respected socialist leader and literary critic of the country 
and in this work has combined his ability as a critic with his large 
scholarly attainments and profound knowledge of social conditions. 
As a faithful disciple of Marx, he traces the history of Roumania 
from the revolution to the present day and points out with remark- 
able skill the economic basis of the political, economic and social 
changes that have taken place in the last half century. He looks 
upon the "protective" laws which have been enacted since 1866 as 
harmful blunders intended to hold the peasant in bondage to the 
land. The granting of small holding has created a sort of feudal- 
ism that has insured a stagnant condition of the rural population 
and has prevented the industrializing of the lower classes, thereby 
retarding the development of the people and the country. The 
small holdings have been the most potent factor in keeping the 
peasant in what the author calls neoiobagia or neoserfdom. In 
analyzing the general condition of the country as related to its 
political and administrative system, he characterizes it as full 
of "economic contradictions, social anomalies and crowded with 
agrarian (rural) antagonisms." 

The strength of the book lies in the impartial treatment of the 



